Elevation of the levels of SmB, B' and D proteins but not that of the La (SS-B) antigen during HSV infections.
Three Sm proteins, B, B' and D, which are highly immunoreactive in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), increase in abundance in Vero cells infected with laboratory strains and clinical isolates of herpes simplex virus (HSV) types 1 and 2. The autoimmune antigen La (SS-B) does not accumulate in identical infections. The significance of the Sm antigen accumulation is discussed in terms of its possible role in HSV infection and in connection with the origin of autoantibodies in SLE.